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Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors, 
held in the rooms of the society, novem- 
BER 26, 1898, AT 7:30 P.M. 

President Aitken presided. A quorum was present. The minutes 
of the last meeting were read and approved. The following members 
were duly elected: — 

List of Members Elected November 26, 1898. 

Mr. Leo Brewer . . . . • {Mj^St«^ Lussin- 

Mr. Cecil G. Dolmage . . { 2 \^^ Menion St " DubHn > 

m- t a n™^^ fVice-Prest. Donohoe - Kelly 

Mr. J. A. Donohoe | Banking Co., S. F., Cal. 

Library of St. Ignatius College . . San Francisco, Cal. 

The election of these members to date from January 1, 1899. 



Report of the Special Committee on the Bruce Medal. 
Submitted November 26, 1898. 

To the Board of Directors of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific:- 

We, the undersigned committee on the Bruce Medal, respectfully 
report as follows: — 

At the meeting of the Board of Directors held on August 14, 1897 
(see Publications^ A. S. P., Vol. IX, page 205), your committee was 
authorized to procure the dies and to strike off one Gold Medal and nine 
bronze replicas. 

After obtaining bids and designs from six of the best engravers, the 
contract for making the dies was awarded to Mr. Alphee Dubois, of 
Paris. Regarding the execution of the designs, we beg to state that the 
figure of Mercury on the obverse was modeled after the original in the 
Mus6e du Louvre; and that, of four different designs submitted for the 
reverse^ the one in which the inscription is surrounded by a laurel 
wreath was selected.* 

The final plaster proofs having been found satisfactory, the engraver 
was authorized to harden the dies, which, together with the hubs and 
the ferrule of coining, were deposited with the French Mint in Paris, and 
its receipt, No. 3087, taken for the same. 

The medals were then struck off, and have been delivered to the 
Secretary of the Society. 

The medal is of 22-carat (916/000 fine) gold; its "dimensions are: 
diameter: 60 millimeters (the same as the seal of the Society); 
thickness at the rim: 3 millimeters; 
weight: 141. 8 grammes (4.56 oz. troy). 



* A half-tone cut of the medal is given in the frontispiece. 
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The cost of the dies and medals is as follows: — 

Designing and engraving two steel dies (obverse and reverse); engraving two 

steel hubs (in relief); and the steel ferrule of coining Frs. 2000 (g> 5.173 = $386 62 

Price of gold metal Frs. 447 38 = $86 48 

Striking Gold Medal 50 05 = 9 68 

96 16 

Engraving recipient's name on Gold Medal Frs. 5 00 

Nine bronze replicas ©2.15 ... . 19 35 

Four extra bronze replicas (required as a deposit by the 

French Mint) 8 60 

Four extra bronze replicas | ,_ t , . A ~ . 

. , * V (Presented to A. Dubois) 2150 

Six bronze cuts ) 

Two bronze cuts 4 30 

Silvering two cuts 2 00 

One square morocco case 6 00 

Nine round morocco cases @ 1.75 15 75 

Revenue stamps 50 

Packing and freight to New York ... 16 00 

Frs. 99 oo@ 5.173 = 

Duty on nine replicas and charges at NeW York 

Marine insurance from Paris to San Francisco 

Express from New York 



Total 



19 14 

6 85 

60 

1 25 


$510 62 



The amount available from the Medal Fund ($250.00, plus interest $63.96), was $313 96 

and the sum advanced by the Treasurer from the General Fund (see resolution, 

Vol. IX, page 206) was 19666 

$510 62 



Your committee desires to acknowledge the aid given by Mr. A. H. 
Babcock in connection with the manufacture of the dies and medals. 
Respectfully submitted, 

E. S. Holden, 

F. R. Ziel, 
Chauncey M. St. John, 

Special Committee on the Bruce Medal. 

The above report was accepted and adopted, and the committee 
discharged. 

The Secretary reported that the nine bronze replicas had been for- 
warded as directed in the resolution of August 14, 1897; and that the 
Gold Medal for the year 1898 had been duly sent to Professor Newcomb, 
and its receipt acknowledged by him in the following letter: — 

Mr. F. R. Ziel, Secretary:- Washington, October 13, 1898. 

Dear Sir:— I have much pleasure in acknowledging receipt of your favor of the 3d 
inst., and also of the medaU The latter is certainly a splendid work of art, and will have 
an honored place among my choicest possessions. Please convey to the Society the 
renewed assurance of my very high appreciation of the honor done me. 

Yours very respectfully, 

(Signed) Simon Newcomb. 

The following resolutions were, on motion, adopted: — 

Resolved, That a bronze replica of the Bruce Medal be presented to each member of 
the Medal Committee, and to Mr. Babcock, in recognition of the services rendered by 
them. 
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Resolved, That the Committees on Publication and Library be authorized to make 
such changes in the list of corresponding institutions of this Society, from time to time, as 
they may deem proper. 

Resolved^ That Mr. Pierson be authorized to draft a bill to be presented to Congress, 
for the free admission into this country of the dies of the Bruce Medal, and to send it to 
Washington. 

Adjourned. 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Astronomical Society 

of the Pacific, held in the Rooms of the 

Society, November 26, 1898, at 8 p.m. 

President Aitken presided. The minutes of the last meeting were 
approved. The Secretary read the names of new members duly elected 
at the Directors' meeting. 

The following papers were presented:— 

1. The Temperature of the Sun, II, by Professor Dr. J. Scheiner (translated by F. H. 

Seares). 

2. The Development of Photography in Astronomy (abstract), by Professor Edward E. 

Barnard. 

3. The Surface of the Sun, by Miss Rose O'Halloran. 

4. Planetary Phenomena for January and February, 1899, by Professor Malcolm 

McNeill. 

5. A General Account of the Chabot Observatory- Pierson Eclipse Expedition to India, 

in January, 1898, by Mr. Chas. Burckhalter. 

The meetings was notified that Mr. Burckhalter's lecture, illus- 
trated by lantern-slides, would be given on Friday, December 2d, 
at 8 p.m., in the lecture-hall of the California Academy of Sciences. 

Adjourned. 





THE BRUCE GOLD MEDAL. 



